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We envision a world in which young people 
have the skillset and mindset to build  

thriving communities.
Through JA Central Ontario, young people are 
economically empowered with the skills, confidence and 
networks to shape their future in a way that works for 
them and those around them.  
 
Start a local business? Set up a community food bank? 
Land the job of their dreams? Save for that trip of  
a lifetime?  
 
No matter what they dream of, through JA Central Ontario 
youth will build the skills, practice the thinking and meet 
the people who will help them get there. 

Visit our website to find out more.

Our work is 100% supported by generous donations 
from individuals and partners.  

Thanks to your 
fundraising efforts, 

we can inspire  
and empower even 

more students across 
our region.

We don’t need to tell you things are looking 
pretty scary for young people right now....

Two years of a global pandemic, drastic changes to the world of work, 
an impending recession… young people are feeling it all.  And, just as 
this new generation is looking to join the working world, employers 
are radically rethinking the workforce in a post-COVID, tech-first 
environment. There’s a lot of uncertainty for youth right now, and we’re 
here to help.

•	 75% of young people are worried about whether their generation can 
succeed in life1  

•	 59% of Ontario students in grades 7-12 say the pandemic has made 
them feel depressed about the future2 

•	 53% of Gen Z admitted the pandemic upended their financial 
security, and only 58% think they’ll do better financially than their 
parents3 

•	 Employers are telling us that certain social and work-readiness 
skills - like adaptability and creativity - are lacking as they create the 
workforce of the future4 

1 Abacus Data, 2020 
2 CAMH, 2022 
3 Canadian Bankers Association, 2021 
5 Conference Board of Canada, 2022

JA Central Ontario is commited to changing this narrative, empowering 
young people to move from “I can’t“ to “I can” through hands-on, 
formative experiences. 

Our students learn self-leadership, self-awareness and self-belief - and 
the skills to adapt, grow and build communities in a changing world.

Why JA Central Ontario?Our Vision
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http://www.jacentralontario.org
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Here are some unique and creative ideas for an 
inspirational fundraising event.

•	 Host a fundraiser for your colleagues 

•	 Host a fundraiser for your family and friends 

First things first - who’s your audience?

Fundraising Checklist

•	 Corporate party/celebration   

•	 Ticketed event   

•	 Keynote-speaker event  

•	 Business competitions  

•	 Benefit concerts  

•	 Sport event: tournaments, runs, walks, etc.  

•	 Silent Auction  

•	 Sales like a garden sale  

•	 Birthday celebration 

Then, choose the type of event you will host.

Give a day to JA (donate one day’s salary to JA Central Ontario). 

Cutest pet contest – for an entry fee of $25.00 (or more), contestants can 
enter their furry friends to win the accolate of cutest pet!

Commit to doing a challenge - like biking a long trail or shaving your 
head - and ask your network to support by making donations. Just make 
sure you are safe and sound throughout!

Or maybe...

Before the Fundraiser:  

Fundraising Ideas

This checklist helps you make sure that you have all 
information you need for a successful event.

Contact JA Central Ontario to discuss your 
plan and receive permission 

Request logo and other branding materials 
from JA Central Ontario 

Discuss and obtain approval on your 
communications from JA Central Ontario

Set up your fundraising goal 

Make a budget 

Confirm venue 

Confirm the conditions of the venue rental 

Make note of equipment requirements 
Distribute promotional materials 

Send out the invitations (electronic or paper-
based) 

Set-up social media promotion 

Organize volunteers (if needed) 

Create a consent and media release form if 
you plan to make and post photo and videos; 
make sure all participants signed this form 

Ask for a QR Code if you plan for donations 
to be made directly to JA Central Ontario at 
the event. Please allow at least two weeks to 
prepare the code.

After the Fundraiser: 

Send donations to JA Central Ontario, if 
collected in person 

Send donor information to JA Central 
Ontario as agreed 

Send thank-you notes/cards to volunteers, 
sponsors and donors who helped make your 
event a success 

Create a social media post thanking your 
helpers and donors as well as sharing the 
results of your event  

Send photos (and copies of media release 
forms) to JA Central Ontario  
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Thank you for supporting JA Central Ontario as we 
prepare young people to succeed in global economy.
The purpose of the next 3 pages is to provide useful information for 
planning and successfully hosting a fundraiser for JA Central Ontario.

Approval

Please make sure your fundraiser supports our mission and will benefit JA Central 
Ontario. Please contact us for approval and guidance on your event.

Logos and promotional materials

JA Central Ontario will review and approve all promotional materials prior to 
production and distribution, including, but not limited to, press releases, invitations, 
brochure, and letters.

JA Central Ontario’s logo must be used appropriately and must not be altered in any 
way. Please see page 3 of this document for our logo and promotional material.

Any promotional materials should clearly state that you are fundraising in support 
of JA Central Ontario and that you do not represent JA Central Ontario or any of its 
learning experiences. 

The purpose of the event, which is fundraising in support of JA Central Ontario, must 
be stated, and it should be specified whether full or partial proceeds will be donated.

Donation options

There are two main types of the donation options: individual and corporate.

•	 Individual donations: the event host gives event attendees the opportunity to 
make a donation directly to JA Central Ontario during the promotion of the event 
and during the event. 

•	 Corporate donation: the corporate event host donates the proceeds from the 
event to JA Central Ontario after the event.

Tax receipts

JA Central Ontario can provide tax receipts for amounts of $20.00 CAD and higher, if 
it is a direct donation from a donor and the following information is provided:

•	 All contact information of the donor, including full address and name, phone 
number and email address

•	 Donation amount
•	 Method of payment

Individuals who make a donation will receive a tax receipt for the eligible portion of 
the donation.  JA Central Ontario will provide key messaging and a unique donation 
link so we can keep track of total donations raised. 

Corporate donors will receive a gift acknowledgement letter that also serves as a 
business receipt. 

Purchases, such as event tickets, sponsorships, or participation in activities are not 
eligible for charitable tax receipts. JA Central Ontario, in accordance with Canada 
Revenue Agency guidance, will determine what portion of a contribution is eligible 
for a charitable tax receipt.  

Donating money after the event

If possible, please avoid submitting donations in cash. Whenever possible, JA Central 
Ontario will provide a QR Code for making donations digitally. Otherwise, cheque 
or money order are the preferred methods for submitting donations - (payable to 
Junior Achievement of Central Ontario).

All money raised from your fundraiser must be remitted within 30 days of the event.

Legalities

All fundraisers must ensure that their event is held in accordance with municipal, 
provincial, and federal laws. This especially pertains to liquor licenses and raffle/
lottery/gaming licenses. 

JA Central Ontario will not purchase gaming or alcohol license from the  
Ontario Gaming and Liquor Commission.

Terms of Reference
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